Vested Rights in Zoning Change: Petitioner-landowners applied for a zoning change to increase the allowable density for multi-family housing. The town conditionally approved the application in January 1996, requiring demolition of an undesirable motel on one of the lots and acquisition of contiguous lots by the landowners for a street. The landowners demolished the hotel (an income producing property), acquired the contiguous lots and in April 1996, filed a site plan for the development of townhouse units. The town restored the original zoning while the site plan was pending. The town supervisor acknowledged that the town had  unsuccessfully attempted to close the hotel via various inspections. The landowners sued for breach of contract, application of estoppel and mandamus. The supreme court granted the landowners motion for summary judgment. The appellate court overturned because the record was insufficient to support summary judgment and remitted the case back to the supreme court for further hearing to determine whether the re-zoning was barred by estoppel or bad faith. Matter of Sterngass v. Town Bd. Of Town of Clarkstown, 2004 NY Slip Op 06333 (Appellate Division, Second Dept., August 9, 2004)
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