Variance/Subdivision: Petitioner owned a 15,000 sq. ft. lot with a house and applied to town for a variance…petitioner wanted create two substandard lots. The zoning board of appeals denied because the applicable zoning district required a minimum of 11,500 sq. ft.  for individual lots and in this instance, 7,500 sq. feet was a substantial departure from the requirement. The Supreme Court, Suffolk County, annulled the board’s decision and ordered the variance issued. On appeal however, the Second Dept. reversed…”Giving due deference to the broad discretion vested in the Board (see Matter of Inlet Homes Corp. v Zoning Bd. of Appeals of Town of Hempstead, supra), we cannot agree with the Supreme Court's conclusion that the requested variances were improperly denied. The granting of the petitioners' application would have resulted in the creation of two substandard lots, each of which would have required a substantial variance from the required minimum lot area, and one of which would have required an extremely substantial variance from the minimum rear-yard setback.”  Matter of Ram v Town of Islip, 2005 NY Slip Op 06430, Appellate Division, Second Department, August 15, 2005 
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