Res Judicata/Zoning Decision Binding on Courts: Town enjoined defendant from using property to sell cars. Thereafter, defendant argued at the zoning board of appeals hearing that the car lot was a pre-existing, nonconforming use (issue presented for the second time). However, the board ruled against defendant. Defendant sought to set aside the injunction and the ruling but the Supreme Court, Orange County granted summary judgment to town. The Second Dept. sustained stating that decisions before a zoning board of appeals are quasi-judicial and are binding upon courts. The pre-existing, non-conforming issue had been litigated before the board of appeals in a prior proceeding and could not be presented again here. “The doctrines of res judicata and collateral estoppel apply to the quasi-judicial determinations of administrative agencies, including municipal zoning boards (see Ryan v New York Tel. Co., 62 NY2d 494, 499; Matter of Waylonis v Baum, 281 AD2d 636, 638; Jensen v Zoning Bd. of Appeals of Vil. of Old Westbury, 130 AD2d 549, 550). ‘[S]uch determinations, when final, become conclusive and binding on the courts’ (Ryan v New York Tel. Co., supra at 499, quoting Bernstein v Birch Wathen School, 71 AD2d 129, 132, affd 51 NY2d 932).” Town of Wallkill v Lachmann, 2006 NY Slip Op 02356, Appellate Division, Second Department, March 28, 2006 
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