Zoning Board of Appeals vs. Religious School Expansion and 42 U.S.C. §2000cc, Religious Land Use and Institutionalized Persons Act of 2000: Religious day school sought to renovate and expand its educational facilities. The curriculum included religious and secular teaching. During the application process, the board initially issued a negative SEQRA negative declaration but reversed that decision after public outcry. The school brought this action alleging that the reversal was unlawful and the district court granted summary judgment for the school. The application proceeded to a special permit phase and the board denied the application. The school then sought summary judgment that this denial was unlawful. The court granted the motion and the board appealed. The appellate court overturned and remanded for trial. The appellate court touched on issues including whether the denial by the board was "a complete denial" (the school was not willing to address requests for changes in the plans); whether the entire expansion was for religious purposes and whether the issues advances by the board (parking, traffic and increased density) might be determined to be "compelling government interests". Westchester Day School v Village of Mamaroneck, etal, US Court of Appeals, Second Cir., Docket No. 03-9042, Decided 9/27/04
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