Religious Institution Accommodation/Zoning Board Determination: Petitioner, a religious institution, sought a variance for off-street parking requirements. Town denied and petitioner filed to set aside the determination. The Supreme Court, Nassau County, set aside the determination and the Second Dept. sustained… “It is well settled that ‘while religious institutions are not exempt from local zoning laws, greater flexibility is required in evaluating an application for a religious use than an application for another use and every effort to accommodate the religious use must be made’ (Matter of Genesis Assembly of God v Davies, 208 AD2d 627, 628; see Cornell Univ. v Bagnardi, 68 NY2d 583; Matter of Westchester Reform Temple v Brown, 22 NY2d 488; Matter of Rosenfeld v Zoning Bd. of Appeals of Town of Ramapo, 6 AD3d 450; Matter of Young Israel of N. Woodmere v Town of Hempstead Bd. of Zoning Appeals, 221 AD2d 646; Matter of Harrison Orthodox Minyan v Town Bd. of Harrison, 159 AD2d 572). A local zoning board is required to ‘suggest measures to accommodate the proposed religious use while mitigating the adverse effects on the surrounding community to the greatest extent possible’”.  The Court found that the board failed to suggest measures to accommodate the religious use. Matter of St. Thomas Malankara Orthodox Church, Inc., Long Is. v Board of Appeals, Town of Hempstead, 2005 NY Slip Op 09106, Appellate Division, Second Department, November 28, 2005 
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