Religion/Legal Principals/Trespass: Religious society split into two factions, A & B. A sued B for trespass, usurpation of corporate authority, and to determine the rights of the parties. The parties also sought rulings regarding religious doctrine. The Supreme Court, Nassau County, denied A’s request for injunctive relief and dismissed two causes of action, reasoning that the pleadings intertwined religious doctrine with legal principals such that the Court did not have authority to entertain the action. The Second Dept. reversed stating that while it is true that courts do not have jurisdiction to make rulings on religious matters that “(n)evertheless, the United States Supreme Court has recognized that ‘there are neutral principles of law, developed for use in all property disputes, which can be applied without establishing churches to which property is awarded’ (Presbyterian Church v Hull Church, supra at 449; see Jones v Wolf, 443 US 595, 602-603; cf. Matter of Congregation Yetev Lev D'Satmar, Inc. v Kahana, 31 AD3d 541).” Here, the case may be decided by looking to the land records, corporate documents and testimony. Kelley v Garuda, 2007 NY Slip Op 00118, Appellate Division, Second Department, January 9, 2007
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