Probate/Joint Account/Property of the Estate: Mother and daughter opened joint bank accounts funded with mother’s money. Subsequent thereto, mother executed a will leaving her property to her four children in equal shares and also included a provision that the joint accounts were for convenience only. Furthermore, daughter and her siblings executed an acknowledgment that the accounts were for convenience only. Mother passed away and daughter claimed the funds in the joint accounts. Brother/co-executor moved to bring the joint accounts into the deceased’s estate and the Surrogate’s Court, Richmond County granted. The Second Dept. sustained, stating that although a joint account carries a presumption that the holders are joint tenants, this presumption may be rebutted. Here, the acknowledgment and the will (the intent of the will would have been defeated because most of the estate was in the joint accounts) defeated the presumption.
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