Navigation Law/Indirect Damages/Attorney Fees: Court held that indirect damages may include an award of attorney fees in a suit brought pursuant to Navigation Law §181. "There is no requirement that to bring an action pursuant to Navigation Law § 181(5), or to recover an attorney's fee thereunder, a plaintiff must have either paid cleanup and removal costs or been held liable to the State for cleanup and removal costs (see AMCO Intl. v Long Island R.R. Co., 302 AD2d 338; cf. State of New York v Tartan Oil Corp., 219 AD2d 111). The statute provides a private right of action against a discharger to recover direct and indirect damages, in addition to damages relating to the cleanup and removal of oil (see Navigation Law § 181[1]; [2]; [*2][5]; Putnam v State of New York, 223 AD2d 872). Indirect damages include an attorney's fee incurred by a property owner against the discharger in such an action (see AMCO Intl. v Long Is. R.R. Co., supra; Strand v Neglia, 232 AD2d 907, 909)." Starnella v Heat, Appellate Division, Second Department, 2005 NY Slip Op 00564, January 31, 2005   
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