Motion to Confirm Foreclosure Rejected: Mortgagee foreclosed on defendant's property.  15 days before the sale, defendant filed bankruptcy. Purchaser took at the foreclosure sale without  notice of the bankruptcy.  Some months later, the bankruptcy court dismissed the proceeding because defendant defaulted and failed to file a "feasible reorganization" plan. Purchaser filed a motion with the foreclosure court to confirm the foreclosure arguing that defendant filed the bankruptcy in bad faith. The motion was denied and the appellate court sustained. The court reiterated prior rulings…"[O]nce triggered by a debtor's bankruptcy petition, the automatic stay suspends any non-bankruptcy court's authority to continue judicial proceedings then pending against the debtor" (Maritime Elec. Co. v United Jersey Bank, 959 F2d 1194, 1206 [3d Cir 1991]; see Carr v McGriff, 8 AD3d 420, 422). Any non-ministerial or "[j]udicial actions taken against a debtor are void ab initio, absent relief from the automatic stay" (Matter of Dominguez, 312 BR 499, 508 [Bankr. SD NY, 2004] and "only a bankruptcy court has jurisdiction to terminate, annul, or modify the automatic stay" (Carr v McGriff, supra at 422)." Homeside Lending, Inc. v Watts, 2005 NY Slip Op 02225, Appellate Division, Second Department, March 21, 2005 
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