Mortgage Document Preparation/Unauthorized Practice of Law: Bank’s employees prepare mortgage documents (filling in blanks on pre-printed forms) and bank charges a $100 fee as part of the closing costs. Class action sought to establish that the bank was committing the unauthorized practice of law. The complaint did not allege that the bank provided legal advice. The Supreme Court,  Nassau County, dismissed and the Second Dept. sustained…“Giving the allegations of the complaint the benefit of every favorable inference (see Leon v Martinez, 84 NY2d 83, 87), we agree with the Supreme Court that the complaint fails to state a cause of action (see CPLR 3211[a][7]). The charging of a fee and the preparation of the documents in this case did not transform the defendant's actions into the unauthorized practice of law.”  Fuchs v Wachovia Mtge. Corp.,  2007 NY Slip Op 04784, Appellate Division, Second Department, June 5, 2007
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