Lease/Corporation/Estate/Lessor’s Capacity: Plaintiff leased property from corporation. X signed as president of the corporation although corporation’s sole shareholder, X’s mother, was deceased. Mother’s will placed her shares into a testamentary trust, however, the lease was executed before probate of the will. Thereafter, corporation sold  the property to defendant and defendant refused to accept lease payments from plaintiff, maintaining that X did not have authority to execute the lease. The Supreme Court, Kings County, ruled for plaintiff and the Second Dept. sustained…“Contrary to JCF's contention, the death of Slone's mother, Claire Slomowitz, the sole shareholder and only other officer of Robson, did not affect Slone's authority to execute the lease on behalf of the corporation. Pursuant to Slomowitz's will, a testamentary trust became the owner of her shares of the corporation upon her death. However, the corporation, which was not yet dissolved, continued to hold title to its assets, which included the property that was the subject of the lease (see BCL 1006[a][1]; Wells v Ronning, 269 AD2d 690, 692). Harry Hershey, the executor and trustee under Slomowitz's will, had no control over the corporation's business simply by virtue of being trustee. Moreover, he did not become appointed executor and trustee until after the lease was executed.” Sign Up USA, Inc. v JCF Assoc., LLC, 2006 NY Slip Op 07725, Appellate Division, Second Department, October 24, 2006     
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