Laches/Specific Performance: Plaintiff-purchaser and defendant-seller agreed to the sale of vacant lots. The defendant was a religious corporation and the sale was contingent upon court approval. The sale was not presented to court however and plaintiff filed for specific performance after five years lapsed. Defendant pled latches and the Supreme Court, Westchester County agreed. The Second Dept. sustained…“‘The defense of laches, in a suit for specific performance, is to be considered wholly independent of the Statute of Limitations. Although the action is brought within the period prescribed by the statute, it may have been so delayed as to preclude the granting of equitable relief, and, if so, the complainant must be relegated to his action at law for damages. In determining whether such delay is fatal in the domain of equity, regard must always be had to the peculiar circumstances of each case’” (Groesbeck v Morgan, 206 NY 385, 389). Here, the defendant established that for a period of three full years, the plaintiff wholly failed to inquire into the status of the sale or the judicial approval therefor.” Richardson v Vajiradhammapadip Temple, 2005 NY Slip Op 09706, Appellate Division, Second Department, December 19, 2005 
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