Forgery and Notarization: Landlord brought non-payment proceeding in Civil Court to recover rent increases from tenant.  Tenant denied consenting to the increase as required by the Rent Stabilization Code (9NYCRR). Landlord produced documents purporting to show tenant's notarized signature on the consent agreement. The Civil Court granted judgment for Landlord. Tenant appealed to the Supreme Court and produced a death certificate revealing that the notary died 12 years prior to the date of the consent agreement. Landlord acknowledged the death certificate but urged the Court to consider testimony that corroborated the tenant's signing, notwithstanding the blatant forgery and perjury.  The Supreme Court found that the notary signature was forged along with the  expiration date on the stamp and reversed the Civil Court judgment and urged the tenant to pursue her claim for emotional distress. 275 Linden Realty Corp. v. Caraballa (2004 NYSlipOp 24259) Appellate Term, Second Dept.  Read Opinion 



