Forgery/Deed/Mortgage/Foreclosure/Criminal Prosecution/Collateral Estoppel: Son forged a deed from father’s property to self and mortgaged the property. Son was prosecuted, convicted and imprisoned (plea or trial?). Mortgagee sued to foreclose. Father intervened, seeking to dismiss based upon the fraudulent deed. The Supreme Court, Kings County, granted and the Second Dept. sustained. Mortgagee was collaterally estopped from re-litigating the issues inasmuch as son acted on behalf of mortgagee in the criminal proceeding… “Here, at the time of the criminal trial, there was a unity of interest between Chu and Altegra inasmuch as both parties had a stake in establishing the validity of the mortgage/deed transaction. Therefore, since there was ‘privity’ between Chu and Altegra, the latter cannot now claim that it was denied a full and fair opportunity to litigate said issue in the criminal proceeding (see Buechel v Bain, supra).” Altegra Credit Co. v Tin Chu, 2006 NY Slip Op 03826, Appellate Division, Second Department, May 16, 2006 
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