Foreclosure/Default/Dismissal: Plaintiff sued to foreclose a mortgage. Defendant defaulted but plaintiff failed to move for default judgment within one year as required by CPLR 3215[c]). Five years later, defendant moved to dismiss and plaintiff countered with a “sufficient cause” argument in that plaintiff’s attorney failed to prosecute the action. The Supreme Court, Dutchess County, granted for plaintiff and the Second Dept. reversed stating that though this decision was “within the sound discretion” of the trial court, here, the Court was not persuaded that law office failure was a “reasonable excuse” for the 5 year delay. Staples v Jeff Hunt Developers, Inc., 2008 NY Slip Op 08475, Appellate Division, Second Department, November 5, 2008
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