Fixtures/Condemnation/Oral Lessee: Appellant operated a restaurant on leased property. However, plaintiff's brother was the named lessee. Village condemned the property but refused to compensate appellant as he was not the named lessee…"The Eminent Domain Procedure Law (hereinafter EDPL) codifies the constitutional requirement that just compensation be paid to all persons whose property rights are acquired by eminent domain (see EDPL 101; 520 E. 81st St. Assoc. v State of New York, 99 NY2d 43, 47; City of Buffalo v Clement Co., 28 NY2d 241, 258-261). The EDPL broadly defines a 'condemnee' as a 'holder of any right, title, interest, lien, charge or encumbrance' in or on real property acquired by eminent domain (EDPL 103[C]). Condemnees include the owners of fixtures appended to real property taken by eminent domain (see Matter of City of New York [G & C Amusements], 55 NY2d 353, 359; Interlake Serv. Sta. v State of New York, 249 AD2d 275, 276; Whitehall Corners v State of New York, 210 AD2d 398). The appellate court reversed the prior decision in favor of the Village…"The Village's focus on the fact that the appellant was not the named tenant and did not have a written assignment or sublease was misplaced in light of the broad and inclusive definition of condemnee."  Matter of Village of Port Chester v Sorto, 2005 NY Slip Op 00272,  Appellate Division, Second Department, January 18, 2005     
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