Eminent Domain/Unity of Ownership/Single Economic Unit: Three individuals owned contiguous parcels that had been partially condemned. They sought to recover damages for the taking but brought the suit as a partnership. They also sought to have the parcels evaluated as a single economic unit. The State moved to dismiss the partnership claim based on standing because the partnership did not own the parcels. The Court of Claims agreed and substituted the individuals for the partnership and ruled that the property was not valued as a single economic unit. The 2nd Dept. upheld the substitution of individuals but overturned the single economic unit ruling. The evidence showed that the individuals had agreed to share equally in the expenses, gains and losses as to the parcels and as such, they shared unity of ownership which is one of the prerequisites for valuation as a single economic unit. George A. Johnson v. State of New York 2004 NY Slip Op 06483 Appellate Division, Second Dept. 9/7/04.
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