Zoning/Corporate Conference and Training Use/Religious Use: IBM owned and operated a conference and training center which was permitted by specific zoning. Attendees lived on-site for up to six weeks during seminars. The apparent intent of the zoning was to accommodate activities for “employees of major corporations”. Church purchased the center from IBM to train priests. The priests occupied the living quarters for up to two years. Town sought to extinguish this use based upon an argument that the training of priests does not qualify as a “conference and training” use. Supreme court ruled in favor of the church, the Second Dept. reversed, and the Court of Appeal held that the use was permitted by the code. Town argued that the two year occupancy by the priests was more akin to a college or seminary but the Court was not persuaded. Town of Mount Pleasant v Legion of Christ, Inc., 2006 NY Slip Op 04340, Court of Appeals, June 6, 2006  
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