Deed and Mortgage Set Aside: Plaintiff purchased property under the assumed name of “John Crawford” in 1990. “John Crawford” sold the property in 1999 using a false ID.  Plaintiff sued to set aside the deed and have the mortgage declared invalid because he did not execute the deed. The Supreme Court, Kings County, ruled that the deed and the mortgage were invalid but declined to rule that plaintiff was the owner. Plaintiff and bank appealed.  The Second Dept. sustained the ruling that the deed was brought about by forgery, however, the Second Dept. reversed the Supreme Court’s ruling that plaintiff was not the owner.  The Supreme Court refused to accept plaintiff’s self serving affidavits but the Second Dept. disagreed stating that plaintiff produced “far more” evidence than his own self-serving affidavit…plaintiff produced a friend’s affidavit to corroborate his story…”The plaintiff submitted numerous affidavits and documentary evidence demonstrating his ownership of the property, including an affidavit from Camille Crawford, who confirmed that she gave the plaintiff permission to use her surname and address in 1990 for the purpose of purchasing the property.” “Since this is a declaratory judgment action, we remit the matter to the Supreme Court, Kings County, for the entry of a judgment declaring that the deed dated August 27, 1999, transferring the subject property to the defendant Steuben Hill Management Corp. is a forgery and that it and all other recorded instruments concerning the subject property from 1999 to the present, including the mortgage held by the defendant Firstar Bank, N.A., are void ab initio and that the plaintiff is the title owner of the premises known as 1000 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, New York, identified by tax map block 2015, lot 19.” Chand v Steuben Hill Mgt. Corp., 2005 NY Slip Op 05884, Appellate Division, Second Department, July 11, 2005
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