Beneficiary Waiver: The defendant and her husband obtained a divorce in Poland and signed an agreement incidental to divorce. Thereafter, the ex-husband died and the defendant received life insurance proceeds and other retirement funds because the husband failed to designate a new beneficiary. The plaintiff sued to recover these funds based upon the agreement incidental to divorce. The Court held that although a named beneficiary can waive its interest, in this case the waiver was not explicit and it did not mention either the life insurance proceeds or the IRA. Storozynski v. Storozynski 2004 NY Slip Op 06362 (Appellate Division, Second Dept., August 16, 2004) 
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